DORSEY FRAME HOUSE
AL-VI-B-065
Paradise Road, Midland
ca. 1890

The Dorsey Frame House is a two
story, three bay wide, "L" shaped frame
structure. The house is typical of the
rural style of architecture found in
Allegany County in the latter part of
the 19th century. Similar to the other
houses of this style, the house exhibits
some of its own unique features which
makes each of these houses a little dif-

ferent from each other.
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The Dorsey Frame House is located on the south side of Paradise
Road in Midland, Allegany County.

The Dorsey House is a two story, three bay wide, '"L" shaped frame
structure that has been covered with weatherboard. The entire struc-
ture rests on a low stone foundation with a plain water table. A
small shed roof addition abuts the main block on its eastern side;
it has been covered with novelty siding. The roof is gabled with a
boxed cornice and returns and is covered with asphalt shingles. The
Northern gable end is partially covered with fish scale shingles.
Windows in the structure are double hung, wooden sash framezs with a
combination of one over one and two over two lights. 1In addition, all
window frames have architrave trim and cornices. The main entrance
is located on the western facade and features a vertically paneled
door with original hardware and a transom light. It is covered by a
three bay hipped roof end porch which is supported by brackets, cham-
fered columns and a banister. Three original, corbeled brick chim-
neys are located in the interior of the building.

The Dorsey House is in fair condition and retains much of its
original fabric and appearance.
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The Dorsey fFrame House, located near Midland, is a typical
example of rural architecture found in Allegany County in the latter
part of the 19th century. 1In all probability, the house was con-
structed circa 1890 and like many others, exhibits its own unique
features which makes each of these houses a little different from
the others. Like numerous other houses in the county, the house ex-
hibits the typical features of a two story , three bay wide, "L"
shaped structure with gabled roof. Although the style is rather con-
servative, the size of the structures above point to the fact that
the inhabitants were a little more prosperous than the average citi-
zen of Allegany County, and these structures remain an architectural
reminder of a way of life once found in Allegany County.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Surveyors 1/3/77
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507 National Highway 777-8991

CITY OR TOWN STATE
LaVale, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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